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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):

Diverticular disease and its complications pose a significant healthcare problem in terms of morbidity, mortality and costs. The annual prevalence in the UK is increasing. The pathophysiology of diverticular disease is complicated and poorly understood. Contributing factors including lack of dietary fibre, increasing age, smoking, colonic wall structure, and possible genetic predisposition. Present studies do not provide sufficient evidence of a definitive causative mechanism. Microvascular disease of the colon may be a unifying pathology for several of the suggested causes and known associations. 
Our understanding of the natural history of diverticular disease is currently evolving. This project investigates long-term outcomes that may influence current management of acute surgical admissions. These include conservative treatment measures or surgical resection of the effected colon. This project will utilise a systematic methodology to identify and abstract published data relating to these outcomes.
You should be hard working, enthusiastic and independent. Interest in acute care and/or general surgery is encouraged. You should be capable of using Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Word. Further training in statistical techniques, literature searching and paper writing will be provided. 
Your day-to-day supervision will be provided by Mr Ed Fitzgerald, General Surgery Registrar and Research Fellow, who has extensive experience supervising medical students and intercalated degrees including previously supervising numerous conference presentations, prize submissions and publication of student research.

The project will be based at in the Department of Surgery at Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust Hospital on Fulham Road, London. It will include the opportunity to attend theatre sessions and outpatient clinics for a background understanding of the disease and surgery involved.

You will be encouraged to submit this work for presentation at relevant conferences, and to submit this data for publication in a peer-reviewed journal.
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